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Theme for This year’s GaTherinG

“Connecting to the Father’s Heart”

Jesus
The only way to the Father’s Heart

“The heart is a sanctuary where God dwells. His Spirit flows through each chamber, 
filling it with His Spirit. Out of these rooms flow perfect Love, Joy, Peace, 

Long-suffering, Endurance and Hope. Is it any wonder that there is a longing 
for the heart connect to the Creator of such perfection?” 

O. Virginia Phillips



PURPOSE
PURPOSE is a publication of

Women, Men and Youth
 of Purpose, International

a 501(c)3 ministry registered
in the state of Oregon.

We are a Christ-centered,
connective ministry

working within our own
organization as well

as connecting with others.

Mission Statement
Women, Men and Youth 
of Purpose, International

exists to reconcile and nurture
relationships amongst women, men 

and youth of every ethnicity,
denomination, and

social status to identify
and impart their individual

and collective gifts
to each other for the

strengthening of the body
of Christ and the prayerful

pollination of the
unchurched and the lost.

Women, Men and Youth
 of Purpose International

503.443.2007

PO Box 596
Newberg, OR 97132

VISIT US ON THE WEB
www.womenofpurpose.com

E-MAIL US AT
info@womenofpurpose.com

LOVE, A MORE EXCELLENT WAY
By O. Virginia Phillips

Love is a friend when you are lonely
A cure when you are diseased.

Love is a mother when you need nurturing
A father when you need discipline.

Love is a sister and brother who care
A helper when you are troubled.

Love is light in a dark place
Rest for tiredness and fatigue.

Love is a balm in a sore place
Laughter for a sad heart.

Love is shelter for a homeless soul
Warmth in the chill of night.

Love is strength and courage
To a weakened body

Love is a resurrected life in a place
Surrounded by death

Love is peace in chaos
Rest in trauma

Love is a flame of fire forever burning
An ardor that never cools

Love is all around us, ever present
Beckoning us to come

Love is a longing for a people called
To be the family of God

Love is God, our creator, calling us to unity
Love is here amongst us to reach out and receive

Love one another as God has loved us
Love is life eternal - a more excellent way
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Heart to Heart
FROM THE PRESIDENT

O. VIRGINIA PHILLIPS, Ph.D.

 As I seek God in these 
perilous times, I am convinced 
that the scripture Romans 
13:12 is speaking to the body of 
Christ, His church. “The night 
is far spent, the day is at hand: 

let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the armor of light.” I began to read an article 
written by J. D. Ryle condensed from the book Coming 
Events and Present Duties written in the 1800’s. I asked 
myself, are we reliving today events that have been 
happening century after century? God is so patient. 
He waits for His people to be lights in the world, and 
we are constantly experiencing what the Apostle Paul 
calls “night.” Paul said that the night is far spent. 
 This might sound strange to some that our present 
time should be called “night.” We are living in days of 
learning, science, commerce, freedom and knowledge; 
however, in the things of God, the world is still in a 
state of “night.” Those who believe in the Lord Jesus in 
every land are crying out because of the abominations 
they see around them. To them the world appears very 
dark indeed! Much of the world is in open rebellion 
against God and His Son Jesus. Multitudes around 
the globe have not seen nor opened a Bible even in 
the United States where Bibles are easily obtained – 
even in the dollar stores. There are so many professing 
Christians today around the world who are unsound 
in the faith. Their religion often is based and practiced 
on feelings but is not scriptural. When speaking with 
Christians of different denominations, they speak of 
things not found in the Bible, i.e., I spoke in a well 
known church whose pastor taught that we no longer 
had to suffer ourselves because Jesus took care of 
suffering when He was hung on the cross; therefore, 
we don’t need to bear the pain of suffering. It is 
“night” when the truth is distorted or worldly wisdom 
is “added” to scripture. The Bible plainly states that 
if you suffer with Christ, you will reign with Christ. 2 
Timothy 2:12 
 There are millions who know nothing of the 
Bible and have not the slightest idea of the salvation 
contained in the Gospel. We are told plainly in 

scripture, “Let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.” Romans 
13:12 How do we cast off the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light? 
 We need to lay aside everything in our life 
and habits that will not bear the light of Christ’s 
appearing. We should make it a principle of 
conscience to do nothing that we would not want 
to be found doing when Jesus comes to gather His 
people together. Although Jesus is the judge, we can 
daily judge ourselves based on His word, that we be 
not judged of the Lord for disobedience to God’s will 
found in the scriptures. Daily search your heart and 
whatever you find within that is akin to darkness, 
pluck it out and do not compromise. We must break 
down every idol whether great or small. Try all your 
employment of time by the test of Christ’s second 
coming. Take heed to your amusements, books, 
companions, your manner of conversation and your 
daily behavior in your relationships. Measure it all 
by this, “The night is far spent and the day is at hand.” 
Ask yourself this question, “Am I living as a child of 
the night or as one who looks for the day?” Put on the 
armor of light by aiming to obey God’s commands, 
which bring you into a relationship with the Spirit.
 Let there be light in your life continually by 
reading the word of God, listening to His Holy 
Spirit, believing, waiting and obeying. Pray every 
prayer as if it might be your last opportunity. Have 
confidence that what you pray is according to 
God’s will and that your prayer will be answered. 1 
John 5:14
 “The night is far spent, the day is at hand...” Let us 
not be lazy servants becoming comfortable in the 
world and forgetting our calling on the earth to be 
lights to the world by:

Reconciling   “. . . that is, that God was 
in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 
not imputing their trespasses to them, and has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation.” 
2 Corinthians 5:19 

RestoRing  “Brethren, if a man is overtaken 
in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such 
a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself 
lest you also be tempted.” Galatians 6:1 
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Renewing  “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” Romans 12:2 

“ I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may 
be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe 
that You sent Me.” John 17:20-21

Remember, we are God’s offspring called on purpose to know, love and obey Him on earth as His ambassadors 
of light.

Heart to Heart from the President, continued

SURPRISE BLESSINGS!
There was such excitement on May 3, 2019, as I entered the Restoration Outreach Community 
Center church in St. Johns in North Portland.  Our Director, Gloria Stidum, is now the 
lead pastor at ROCC, the church her parents, Bishop Walter and Pastor Doris Scott, have 
shepherded for so many years. When I entered the foyer there were people standing around 
in expectation. I was taken into the church office and told to sit down and relax. I had been 
asked if I would speak that evening on the topic of Legacy, so it didn’t seem at all strange that 
I was taken into the office where guest speakers typically wait before entering the sanctuary.

Minister Alvin Beal came to escort me into the sanctuary, and what a surprise when they 
opened the doors! I was escorted on a red carpet to the front of the sanctuary to sit with 
Bishop and Pastor Scott. It was such an 

honor to be with them and to receive a beautiful plaque from 
them. As I sat down and looked out over the audience, I saw so 
many friends from near and far. My daughter Linda surprised me 
from Florida, friends and family from the Seattle/Tacoma area 
had come, and when our Germany Director, Pastor LaVonda 

McCullough, who was hidden in 
a giant gift box stepped out, joy 
filled my heart. My pastor, David 
Greenidge of Tigard Covenant 
Church who always blesses me 
with such grace and 
love, was there in the 
front row, and Pastor 
Henry Greenidge was 
there from Atlanta. 

Representatives from so many different churches 
and ministries came that I cannot name them all.

The joy continued to grow as the program unfolded 
with songs, poetry, a wonderful skit, orchids and 
beautiful vases of flowers from biological and 
spiritual family members, and so many heartfelt 
words of blessing and encouragement from speakers 
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who have walked with me over these many years. Such a great gathering and done so well. I understand that 
it had been in the planning stages for months, orchestrated by our Director, Pastor Gloria along with our 
WMYOPI office team, the beautiful young women from Gloria Stidum Ministries and the ROCC church family 
all working together in unity and love. I shall always be grateful for such an awe inspiring evening. I have written 
to as many as signed the register. It took a while. I received cards and well wishes from several who could not 
come. I will keep my cards and letters and re-read them as I have done over the years. And I was overwhelmed 
by the love shown through the financial blessing.

To all who participated in any way, please accept my sincere love and gratitude. I thank God that He has filled my 
heart with His love through Jesus Christ, and I enjoy sharing His love. It seems to increase daily. I am continuing 
in the ministry, and I am thankful for a team that encourages me, and who are steadfast in Women, Men and 
Youth of Purpose International Ministry of Reconciliation, Restoration and Renewal.  

I hope to see you all at the 26th Annual WMYOPI Love Gathering, Connecting to the Father’s Heart, 
on October 11-13, 2019. Please register now and bless the Father’s heart and my own.

       Always loved in Christ Jesus, 
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A CLARION CALL - Let Us Gather Together
October 11-13, 2019

Theme: Connecting to the Father’s Heart

We are calling everyone who has been blessed by the ministry of Reconciliation, Restoration 
and Renewal during our 26 years of reaching out and connecting to the Heart of God, to love 
one another as He has loved us in Jesus Christ. Jesus is the heartbeat of God – His bosom. 
(John 1:18) God allowed His heart to be wrapped in flesh when He sent Jesus to earth so that 
we can be reconciled and restored to the Father who created us to be one family. (Ephesians 
4:6) 

Let us look at 5 keys to Possessing the Heart of God. Each key helps us to access God’s 
grace and unlock the door to freedom. This is what it means to be “unbound.”

Repentance – a change of mind that results in a changed life, turning from sin and asking 
forgiveness. (Mark 1:15) Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is near, repent and believe the good 
news.”

Forgiveness – Freedom is found in forgiveness. (Romans 5:8) The power of the cross is the pow-
er of God’s forgiveness. Fullness of God’s forgiveness is when you allow it to flow through you 
to others. 

Renunciation – taking your life back from sin and darkness. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:2, 
“We have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort 
the word of God.” Renunciation is a declaration that you no longer agree with the lies that 
have been buried in your heart. 

A renunciation vow: I renounce satan and all his works and all his empty promises.

Authority – Every child of God carries the authority of the Father in the Name of Jesus. In 
Luke 1:71 we learn that in Christ we have salvation from our enemies and from the hands of 
all who hate us. When you have enemies that seek to rob you of your freedom, in the author-
ity and by the Name of Jesus, we can take our stand against them through repentance, for-
giveness and renunciation. Command every spirit in the Name of Jesus Christ to leave right 
now. This is an expression of faith that the enemy’s power has been broken.

Father’s Blessing – God wants to speak into our lives and reveal Himself as our Father. He 
wants to affirm our identity, purpose and destiny. We need to be blessed in order to succeed 
in life. Blessing is the bread we need for our life’s journey. Blessing means hearing words that 
empower us to prosper and thrive. They are words that give life and peace. Every blessing 
that the Father spoke to Jesus now belongs to us. The Father reveals to us who we are as we 
come before Him in the Son. What we have longed to hear all of our lives has already been 
spoken by the Father. We are truly free when the obstacles to God’s love have been removed 
and the Father’s love and affirmation is made real to us in Christ. 

(5 Keys taken from Unbound. See Possessing the Heart of God; 12 Keys to the Heart of God by Dr. O. Virginia Phillips)
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Pastors Ben & Tisha Straup 

Bethesda House of Mercy 
Vancouver, Washington

SPEAKERS
AT THE GATHERING

SOME OF THE

Michael & Sanetta Hunter
Tacoma, Washington

Pastor Michael and Sanetta Hunter have been the leaders of this 
ministry since 2005. They have helped numerous couples in their 

outreach through counseling, conferences and connecting 
with the National Marriage Initiative.
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Pastor Georgia Batts is an ordained preacher and has ministered 
for forty two years—a Pastor for twenty five of those years. Her 
ministry is one of preaching, teaching, foretelling and forth-
telling the full message of the gospel of Jesus Christ, with an 
apostolic and prophetic emphasis.  She is one that searches the 
deeper truths of God’s word and has a sincere passion to teach 
God’s people the truths that she discovers.

Pastor Georgia Batts
Eatonville, Wa.
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Please begin registering for our

26th Year Annual Love Gathering

CANBY GROVE Christian Center

7501 S Knights Bridge Rd, Canby, OR 97013 

ConneCting to the Father’s heart
When you do, we will send you all the information you need

Updated information will be mailed directly to you throughout the year

Register online: https://wmyopi-26th-annual-gathering.eventcreate.com 
or fill out the Registration Form at the back of this newsletter 

and mail it with our check or money order. 

“This place is lovely, and all meetings, lodging, food service and events 
will be in one building – the Lodge shown above – which sits near the 
Mollala River. Linens, food and cleanup service are included in the 
registration fee. Register Now!!”

1993-2019
26 Reconciliation, 

Restoration & 
Renewal

YEARS OF MINISTERING

Celebrating!
YEARS OF MINISTERING

October 11-13, 2019

Payment by credit card will be charged a transaction fee.
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The Grove is non-profit camp 
and retreat center situated 
on 54 acres of land covered 

in rich forest and grassy fields 
along the beautiful Molalla 

River in Canby, Oregon. 

Canby Grove Christian Center runs its 
own food service. They do not farm out to 
an outside group, but hire their own chef 
and kitchen staff. Most of their produce 
is from a local market just down the road, 
not off a food service truck.

Their menus accommodate many 
special needs and dietary restrictions.

All rooms in the Lodge 
have a double bed and a 

stacked bunk bed. 
Rooms can sleep 1, 2 or 3.

Please see the 
Registration form
for Lodging costs.
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AmbAssAdor reverend dAvid musumbA Africa

The ministry is growing and thanks very much for the 
valued prayers going on and breaking every chain. It has 
been such a great time of ministry growth, and we are 
having new chapters coming on board. Transformation 
of lives is the key in the ministry of Reconciliation 
Renewal and Restoration for such a time like this in the 
body of Christ.

Revival will not come until we are all into the prayer 
of Jesus to the disciples that they may be one in John 
17:21. This is the driving power unto the revival that the 
church needs, and as the Lord himself said, we need the 
Holy Spirit at such a time like this when there’s a lot of 
deception in the world and the believers need to see to it 
that we are filled by the Holy Spirit.

The ministry has been reaching to the communities 
that are in the villages. The newest chapter is among 
the Maasai community and is based in Kajiado with a 
new leader whom I am taking through our manuals for 
training leadership in the ministry and how to conduct 
the ministry of WMYOPI.

We have been able to start up a project of supporting 
the women and girls in the community and around the 
schools in the area of Menstrual Health Management. 
We’re using the platform of transforming the community 
by providing the menstral pads to the women and girls in 
the community.

WMYOPI African Chapters
Kenya
   Emily Samante - Maasai Chapter
   Judith Sellanga - Bondo
   Laura Gimayo - Children of Purpose

Uganda - Judith Mbamazi
Tanzania - Allan Kamnde
Rwanda - Bruno Ogawo
Burundi - Jean Blessed Miburo
Congo - Joshua Machane
South Sudan - Joseph Kanyi
Ghana - Gifty Ofosu-Fiator
Malawi - Apostle Andrew Mataka
South Africa - Andrew Mataka
Madagascar - Antwanne

new chapteRs

China - Jessica Wanda
Chad - Emily Dogomadji
India - Swapna Kavati

Up and coming Chapters
Qatar 
Philippines
Botswana
Zimbabwe
Lesotho
Zambia

Report by

Internationally ...

— Continued on page 12

It is not the size of the church that 

matters, but the size of the church’s 

HEART that makes all the difference.
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In the month of May, we had a Regional Leaders 
Reflection Workshop in Mwanza, Tanzania, and we 
had the time re-looking at the church from the 4 
Dimensional Pillars. The leaders were drawn from 
the Anglicans, Lutherans, Baptist, Moravians, 
Presbyterians, Evangelicals and Pentecostals.
 1. Reconciliation - Being reconciled to God 
and not to the systems of the church
 2. Restoration - To be restored to the purpose 
of God and not remain segregated but restoration.
 3. Renewal - Renewing the church to 
transform the community as Christ intended it to 
be done.
 4. United in Love - loving each other without 
religious prejudice and being bound with love and  
not denominations.

 We are to move from denominational to divine mandate and as we do this we are to do the core business 
that God gave to the church which is the ministry of Reconciliation, being Restored and Renewed by the 
working of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ that we become United all of us in Love and this unity is 
answering the Prayers of Jesus in John 17:21.

 The whole team of the religious leaders in Mwanza were led to turn around in the room and reconcile 
among themselves and ask for forgiveness one to the other for the very many words they have used against 
each denomination and caused a lot of harm to the body of Christ. The leaders broke, and for the first time 
one Anglican Bishop said he never ever thought that this was such a serious ministry from the heart of 
Jesus Christ and that he had carried the burden since his hey days in the seminary of not forgiving other 
denominations and held them in his heart in contempt. He confessed that when I began speaking about 
Reconciliation, he remembered way back in 1969 when they had to use their political power and connection 
at that time to close down some Pentecostal churches that had come to their area to evangelize. They saw 
them as having come to cut into the numbers of their church, and so they fought them hard. He really asked for 
forgiveness and the atmosphere was rendered, and there was an open heaven and the Holy Spirit touched the 

— Continued from page 11

lives of the leaders. We are looking forward to 
the many testimonies of transformation in the 
lives of the people who came to the meeting. 
Went out in the community and had some 
great time with the people and after sharing 
on the importance of the Reconciliation, the 
community had a meal together, every one 
of them together and even Muslims came 
and shared in the meal. Wow! God is really 
moving lives and transforming hearts.



PAGE 12

Uganda

Internationally ...
UPDATE WMYOPI

HOME CELLS FOR PRAYER AND SHARING THE WORD OF GOD
Our home cell is continuing to perform well and growing steadily attracting the community members 
for prayer and word sharing. In Mukono and Buzibwera, members meet once in a week on Tuesday 
and Thursday and our groups have emerged from 20 to 42 members by the end of the year 2018 with a 
group coordinator for easy mobilization, publicity and reporting of activities.

SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT BY GROUP MEMBERS
In order to improve our home cell members’ standard of living and as required by the laws of Uganda 
governing registration of Community Based organizations, we registered and sent a certificate to you. 
We are required to establish and get involved in income–generating activities.

God may have something planned just for YOU.
He works in Miraculous ways to

RECONCILE
RESTORE
RENEW
and bring 

REVELATION

Come, be blessed and be a blessing to others,
ministering the Love of God, one-on-one.

Join Us October 11-13, 2019 
at the Annual WMYOPI Gathering in Canby, Oregon
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Internationally ...  
Pastor John is building another school in Sierra Leone!

He has asked for tables (desks) and chairs to be sent over for the school. If anyone has a contact who can 
do this, or knows someone who could help in this way, please contact the ministry and we will put you in 
touch with Pastor John.

Some pictures from the past .... in the beginning.

Children of Purpose School
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the name above 
every other name

Jesus
It’s a Journey  A Testimony by Gail Watson from 2011, but relevant for today.

I remember when I was in my early twenties, I had a dream.  At 65 (now 73) I can only remember that I was 
coming out of a building that had a large swivel door. I was enthusiastically chasing foxes out of the building. 
At the time I worked with a woman who had come to know Jesus at an early age and had some experience 
interpreting dreams. She said she felt it meant that God had great plans for my life. I couldn’t imagine what 
that might be. I had grown up in church and loved going, but had no understanding of much beyond my 
experience of salvation.  Somehow I knew there was more, and I knew I wanted it, so I went looking for it. 
I know now Jesus was guiding me every step of the way. As I look back from time to time, I see how He was 
always there. 

The Holy Spirit was moving in a powerful way at a church in Gresham, Oregon in the late 70’s. God brought 
me there in 1976. While there He gave me a better understanding of how to worship Him and how to hear 
Him. I learned so much in the six years I was there, but I knew there was still more. In 1997 I was introduced 
to Women of Purpose, International.  At the first meeting I attended, Dr. Phillips walked over to me after 
she spoke, having never met me, and said, “God has given you many talents and abilities, and He’s going 
to use them all.” I was so surprised, because she was right! I had been given many talents and abilities, but 
something wonderful happened as I listened and learned from her and many others in Women of Purpose. I 
began to experience dwelling in the presence of the Lord, and I learned about prayer. 

I had been through some very challenging times, especially in relationships. I was VERY co-dependent, broken 
and needy at the beginning, but in love with Jesus and holding on with all my might to Him. Through the 
love, prayers, patience and wisdom I found in Women of Purpose, God began the healing that needed to 
happen in my life. It was a process—I am still in process, but, oh, so much closer to the One who loves me best. 
“Things” don’t affect me the way they used to. I have found peace in Him, that solid ground He speaks of.

I have been connected with Women of Purpose (now Women, Men and Youth of Purpose International ) 
for 17 years and do not plan to ever disconnect. I was the Media Coordinator for 13 years (now 22 years) 
and have been blessed to help Dr. Phillips with preparing her books for publication, creating and printing 
the PURPOSE newsletter and many of the ministry brochures and mailing pieces. I am not as visible 
right now. God has me working behind the scenes, but I am still very much connected to this ministry of 
Reconciliation, Restoration and Renewal. I could say that Women of Purpose is the best thing that ever 
happened in my life, but what I really mean is Jesus is the best thing that ever happened in my life. Those 
strongly connected with Women, Men and Youth of Purpose International in a heart–to–heart connect are 
some of the hands and feet of Jesus in this world.  When you look at us, we hope you will see Jesus, because 
we understand that it’s really all about Him, not about what we can do for Him. We were created to have 
relationship with Him . . . nothing else. When we are so full of Him, He can do His work through us in the 
lives of the people we touch. We may not even be aware of what He is doing. This is the ultimate goal in my 
life – to be focused on Him and not on “me.”  That’s perfect peace.
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Name __________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________________

All rooms in the Lodge have a double bed and a stacked bunk bed and sleep 1, 2 or 3. 

Registration with a shared room is $235 per person. 

Registration with a private room is $255 per person. 

Pre-Registration is $25.00 (to hold your place). Payments can be made throughout the 
year and will be deducted from the total cost per person

Pre and Post Private House lodging: $25.00 (this is a per day cost and you can stay up 
to 4 days) for the week of Oct. 7-14th 

Transportation $20.00 Includes round-trip transportation from airport or hotel to Canby 
Grove Conference Center. Pickup and Drop Off times will be commnicated to you.

Special Need:  ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Women, Men and Youth of Purpose International
503.443.2007

PO Box 596, Newberg, OR 97132
www.womenofpurpose.com

 info@womenofpurpose.com

Rooms for the Gathering will be in the Lodge.
Payment by credit card will be charged a transaction fee.
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Send payments to: Gloria Stidum Ministries, PO Box 873212, Vancouver, WA 98687-3212

For more information contact:  Donna Isaac 503-496-8605, 
Corinne Peters 503-758-4556 or Sandra Jackson 503-754-5825

Register online: www.vwoiretreat.weebly.com

Offi ce: 360-258-1200 Email: gloriastidumministries@gmail.com

Save the Date

2019November 8, 9 & 10

Join Us!

RetreatWOMEN 
OF INTEGRITY RetreatWOMEN 
OF INTEGRITY

11thVirtuousVirtuous
Gloria Stidum Ministries presents

MACLEAY’S RETREAT CENTER
2887 74th Ave SE, Salem, OR 97301

$225 before September 15 —$250 after
Pastor Gloria F. Stidum

Founder

2019noVemBer 8, 9 & 10


